

Empowering Digital Transformation in Small Island Developing States: Digitalization of Public Sector in the Solomon Islands 
4-5 December 2025, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

Workshop Agenda
	Day 1
	
	

	08:30 - 09:30 
	Registration and delegates arrival 
	

	09:30 - 10:00
	Opening Session 
	

	
	Statements: 
1. Welcome remarks by the host/co-organizers (Government of Solomon Islands)
2. Opening remarks by Ms. Arpine Korekyan, Governance and Public Administration Officer, Digital Government Branch, DPIDG/UN DESA

	Chair: tba


	10:00 – 11:00
	Session 1: Setting the Scene - Digital Transformation in Small Island Developing States (SIDS)

Presentations by Ms. Arpine Korekyan, UN DESA (15 min) 
· Regional and global overview of digital transformation trends and challenges in SIDS, using insights from the 2024 UN E-Government Survey.
· Challenges and opportunities unique to SIDS (infrastructure, legislation, human capacity)
· The role of digitalization in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Discussion with experts on key trends in digital transformation globally, and how these trends affect (positively or negatively) the opportunities for SIDS (45 min)  

· Prof. Zheng Lei, Director, Lab for Digital and Mobile Governance (DMG Lab) Fudan University, China
· Dr. Non Arkaraprasertkul, Smart City Expert at Thailand’s Digital Economy Promotion Agency
· Expert from Japan (TBC)  
· Expert from the Republic of Korea (TBC) 

Q&A 

Moderator: (TBD) 

	Chair: tba

	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee Break
	

	11:30 - 13 :00
	Session 2:  National Vision and Priorities: The Solomon Islands’ Digital Transformation Journey

Presentations by the representatives of the government
· Overview of the Solomon Islands’ digital policy and strategy
· Institutional roles, priorities, and current initiatives
· Key enablers: leadership, governance, and stakeholder collaboration

Presentation by Mr. Brian Gutterman, UN DESA consultant 
· Key findings of Desk review on current situation in the Solomon Islands 
 followed by roundtable discussion with the participants 
· 
Format: Presentations from the Ministry of Public Service and partner agencies, followed by Q&A

Q&A 
Format: Expert presentation and moderated Q&A

	Chair: tba

	13:00 – 14:00 
	Lunch 
	

	14:00 - 15:15
	Session 3: Unlocking the potential of digitalization at national and local levels 

Presentation by Dr. Non Arkaraprasertkul, Smart City Expert at Thailand’s Digital Economy Promotion Agency (20 min) 
· Title (tbc)
· Q&A (10 min) 

National and Local self-assessment Toolkits on digital government
Presentation by Mr. Brian Gutterman, UN DESA consultant (15 Min) 
· National and Local self-assessment Toolkits on digital government 

Followed up by group experience with the audience in working with the toolkit and discussions  


Format: Presentations from exerts, followed by Q&A and group exercise, discussions with the participants. 
	Chair: tba 

	15:15-15:30 
	Coffee break (incorporated into discussions) 
	

	15:30 – 16:30 
	Session 3: Unlocking the potential of digitalization at national and local levels (continued)  
· Reporting back from the participants on group exercise 

Format: Moderated discussion  

	Chair: tba

	16:30 
	Wrap up and end of the Day 1
	





	Day 2
	
	


	09:30 - 11:00 
	Session 4: Building Blocks of Digital Government: Legal, Policy, and Institutional Frameworks

Presentations by Mr. Arpine Korekyan, UN DESA (15 min) 
Insights from E-Gov 2024 Survey’s Online Services Index (OSI) data  
· Institutional and legislative frameworks
· Content Provision
· 
· Service Provision 
· Online services and levels of digitalization of services 
· Technical components (emerging trends) 


Presentations by experts (TBC as we receive confirmaitons)) 

· Prof. Zheng Lei, Director, Lab for Digital and Mobile Governance (DMG Lab) Fudan University, China
· Dr. Non Arkaraprasertkul, Smart City Expert at Thailand’s Digital Economy Promotion Agency
· Mr. Brian Gutterman, UN DESA consultant
· Expert from Japan (TBC)  
· Expert from the Republic of Korea (TBC)

followed by roundtable discussion with the participants 

	Chair: tba 


	11:00 - 11:30 
	Coffee Break 
	

	11.30 - 13:00
	[bookmark: _Hlk213742631]Session 5: Digital Inclusion and Citizen-Centric Services (TBD)
Presentations by the experts followed by roundtable discussion with the participants 
(Speakers identified by UN-DESA and by the host)

	Chair: tba


	13:00 - 14:30 
	Lunch Break
	

	
	
	

	14:30 - 16:00
	Session 6: Regional and Global Collaboration and partnerships supporting SIDS 

(TBD) 

	Chair: tba

	16:00 – 16:30
	Closing Session 

Address by
HE the Minister of Public Services of the Solomon Islands (TBD)
Ms. Arpine Korekyan, Governance and Public Administration Officer,  DPIDG/UN DESA
Final remarks by the organizers 
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